What Is Your Guess?
ANSWERS
Ferritin is increased in acute inflammation, iron overload, malignancy, and excessive alcohol consumption. Our patient's ferritin was Ͼ200000 ng/mL. Ferritin concentrations Ͼ10000 ng/mL have been reported to be diagnostic (90% sensitivity/96% specificity) for hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis in a cohort comprising neonates and adults (Յ30 years of age) (1 ) . Diagnosis of hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis-a rare, often fatal inflammatory syndrome-includes erythrophagocytosis and hemophagocytic cells in the bone marrow, fever, hyperferritinemia, cytopenias, and hypofibrinogenemia (2, 3 ) ( Table 1 ).
